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Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Borough  of  Cheltenham  for  the  Year  1952 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  ihe  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Cheltenham. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Health  of  the  Borough  during  1952,  apart  from  an  extensive 
outbreak  of  measles  in  March  was  quite  satisfactory.  Deaths  from 
Influenza  numbered  2 compared  with  35  the  previous  year. 

There  was  one  very  mild  case  of  Diphtheria  after  a period  of  over 
2\  years  during  which  the  Borough  had  been  entirely  free  from  the 
disease. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  1952  was  the  record  low  death  rate 
from  Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  was  only  10 
compared  with  the  previous  two  years  figures  of  19  and  18  which  are  also 
lower  figures  than  any  recorded  in  previous  years. 

Three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  1952.  All  these 
were  of  minor  severity  with  rapid  recoveries. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  34  compared  with  33.7  for  1951  and 
the  average  figure  of  31.2  for  large  towns. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  page  12  of  the  report  on  which  will  be  found 
a description  of  an  outbreak  of  a puzzling  skin  affection  which  occurred 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  help  in  the  conduct  of  the  work 
and  to  the  staff  for  the  zeal  and  loyalty  with  which  they  have  carried 
out  their  duties. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  E.  MORLEY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1952 

Area  of  borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,146  acres 

r Census  1951,  Corrected  Figure  ...  ...  62,823 

Population  < Mid-year,  1952.  Registrar  General’s  \ 

Estimate  ...  ...  / 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  f (1)  structurally  separate  ...  15,135 
end  1952  < (2)  Flats,  Hotels,  Occupied 

Shops,  etc.  ...  1,594 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £541,278 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £2,244 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1952 

(with  comparative  Figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  other  Great  Towns)- 


M. 

F. 

Totals 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

.ive  Births 

1 Legitimate 

I Illegitimate 

1 TOTALS 

519 

49 

489 

56 

1008 

105 

Cheltenham 

160  Great  Towns 
including  London 
(average) 

England 

and 

Wales 

568 

545 

1113 

17.1 

16.9 

15.3 

till  Births 

1-  Legitimate 
) Illegitimate 

TOTALS 

5 

3 

15 

1 

20 

4 

/ 21.1 
\ Per  1,000 

24.6 

Total  (Live  & Sti 

22.6 

11)  Births 

8 

16 

24 

0.37 

0.43 

0.35 

j)EATHS  

j-  

375 

455 

830 

12.76 

12.1 

11.3 

)eaths  of  Infants 

(Under  1 year  of  age) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

TOTALS 

14 

2 

21 

1 

35 

3 

< Rates  per  1 
L 34.14 

000  Live  Births 
31.2 

27.6 

16 

22 

38 

laternal  Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rates  ^ 

J per  1000  1 

1 Live  & Still  f 
b Births 

0.72 

NOTE  ON  TABULAR  STATEMENT 

The  following  points  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the 
comparative  figures  given  above. 

The  figures  for  births  and  deaths  are  corrected  for  inward  and  out- 
ward transfers  in  order  that  the  statistics  may  give  as  true  a picture  as 
possible  of  local  conditions. 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1952. 


Population. 

The  Registrar’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  Cheltenham  for  mid- 
year 1952  is  65,060  which  is  20  less  than  the  estimate  for  1951.  The 
estimate  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  into  account  the  considerable 
influx  of  population  into  the  new  housing  estates  from  outside  areas. 

Death  Rate. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  12.76  which  shows  an  improvement  on 
the  figure  for  last  year.  The  corrected  Death  Rate  (Registrar’s  cor- 
rection factor  0.88)  was  1 1 .23  compared  with  the  figure  of  11.3  for  England 
and  Wales  and  12.1  for  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  of  the  lung  numbered  27  compared 
with  13  and  18  respectively  for  the  previous  two  years. 


Deaths  from  accidents 

were  as  follows  : — 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

Other  Accidents 

1952  

8 

11 

1951 

4 

15 

1950  

8 

17 

Birth  Rate. 

Live  Births  in  1952  totalled  1113  which  is  45  more  than  the  previous 
year. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  17.1  an  average  figure  for  recent  years.  The 
Registrar  now  provides  a correction  factor  for  birth  rates.  For  Chelten- 
ham this  factor  is  1.03  which  gives  a rate  of  17.6  compared  with  the 
rate  of  15.3  for  England  and  Wales  and  16.9  for  large  towns. 

The  number  of  Still  births,  per  1000  live  and  still  births,  was  21.1  (or 
21.7  corrected)  compared  with  22.6  for  England  and  Wales  and  24.6  for 
Boroughs  and  Large  Towns. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  1952  there  were  38  deaths  of  infants  in  Cheltenham  under 
one  year  of  age.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  34. 

In  23  of  the  38  cases  death  occurred  within  a week  of  birth  and  in 
14  of  these  cases  within  one  day. 

Of  the  23  infants  dying  within  a week,  21  were  born  in  and  died  in 
Nursing  or  Maternity  Homes.  Tlie  remaining  2 were  born  and  died 
at  home. 

In  the  case  of  9 deaths  housing  conditions  were  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  but  in  some  of  these  cases  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  associated  with  bad  management  generally  rather  than  structurally 
defective  houses. 

The  causes  of  death  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Age  at  death 

Prematurity 
& Atelectasis 

Congenital 

Defects 

Pneumonia 

Gastro 

Enteritis 

Other 

Under  1 month 

19 

3 

1 



— 

1 month  or  over 

— 

3 

7 

2 

3 

Total 

19 

6 

8 

2 

3 

Recent  comparisons  of  the  Infant  Mortality  in  Cheltenham  with 
other  parts  of  the  county  have  not  been  very  favourable  but  the  cir- 
cumstances are  not  identical.  In  an  up  to  date  analysis  on  the  trend 
of  Infant  Mortality  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Martin,  from  the  Medical  Research 
Council's  Statistical  Research  Unit,  it  is  pointed  out  that  “Despite  the 
continuous  fall  in  infant  mortality  during  the  present  century  the  rate 
in  the  county  boroughs  is  still  about  25  per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  the 
rural  districts.’’  Cheltenham  is  a large  town  and  it  partakes  of  the 
characteristics  of  a County  Borough  in  some  respects. 

The  average  Infant  Mortality  figure  in  Cheltenham  over  the  last  10 
years  is  not  materially  inferior  to  the  average  figure  for  the  large  towns 
of  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period.  This  period  includes  the 
year  1944  when  Cheltenham  had  a very  serious  visitation  of  infantile 
gastro-enteritis. 

The  position  however  remains  somewhat  disturbing  as  it  is  generally 
considered  that  a town  of  the  character  of  Cheltenham  should  have  an 
Infant  Mortality  better  than  the  average  of  large  towns. 

A detailed  enquiry  has  been  made  for  some  time  into  the  circumstances 
of  each  infant  death  occurring  in  the  Borough  with  a view  to  the 
institution  of  any  further  preventive  measures  which  may  be  indicated. 
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Causes  of  Death  relating  to  Cheltenham  Residents  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  year  1952. 


1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Male 

6 

Female 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

1 

8 

Measles 

— 

1 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

2 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

13 

15 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

22 

5 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

17 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

9 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

35 

38 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

3 

16 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

17 

Vacular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

36 

70 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

56 

44 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

10 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

74 

118 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

11 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

25 

21 

24 

Bronchitis 

17 

13 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

6 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

7 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhorea  ... 

3 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

7 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

2 

5 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

32 

47 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

7 

35 

Suicide 

4 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

375 

455 

MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS— 10  YEAR  PERIOD  1943-52  (inclusive). 
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WATER  SUPPLY  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

A description  of  the  four  sources  of  supply  has  been  given  in  previous 
reports  and  no  change  of  importance  was  made  during  the  year. 

A small  subsidiary  supply  on  the  hill  side  was  re-adjusted  so  as  to 
enable  chlorinated  water  to  replace  the  existing  unchlorinated  supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  supplies  to  a few  isolated  houses  all  water 
supplies  in  the  Borough  are  now  chlorinated. 

Samples  of  water  from  all  supplies  are  taken  regularly  for  Bac- 
teriological and  Chemical  analysis.  In  addition,  monthly  samples  of 
Spa  Water,  water  from  the  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  and  Alstone 
Covered  Baths  are  submitted  for  analysis. 

These  samples  are  examined  by  Mr.  J.  Henderson,  Analyst  to  the 
Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  Joint  Water  Board,  who  has  provided  the 
following  report  together  with  a list  which  shows  the  number  of  samples 
examined  bacteriologically  and  chemically  during  1952  : — 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

Tewkesbury 

Raw  River  Water  ... 

Coagulated  Water  at  Outlet  from  Tanks 
Coagulated  Water  above  Filters 
Filtered  Water 

Chloraminated  Water  


No.  of  Samples  examined  1952 


87 

26 

28 

177 

464 


782 


Cheltenham 

Dowdeswell  Raw  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dowdeswell  Clean  .. . ...  ...  ...  15 

Northfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Sandford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Spa  Water — PittviUe  ...  ...  ...  14 


121 


The  intensity  of  bacterial  pollution  in  the  River  Severn  at  Tewkes- 
bury showed  a slight  increase  as  compared  with  1951.  11.5%  of  the 

samples  (as  against  8.0%  in  1951)  showed  the  presence  of  B.  Coli  in  the 
minimal  quantity  of  0.001  ml. 

Of  the  final  water  samples,  99.4%  showed  the  absence  of  presumptive 
B.  Coli  in  100  ml.  quantities. 
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Chemical  Examinations 

Tewkesbury 

Raw  River  Water  ... 

Coagulated  & Filtered  Waters  ... 
Final  Water 


Cheltenham 

Dowdeswell  Clean  ... 

Northfield 

Sandford 

Consumers’  Supply 
Miscellaneous 


No.  of  Samples  examined  1952 

625 

624 

560 


1809 

5 

5 

5 

2 

4 


21 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS) 

During  1952,  licences  to  use  special  designations  were  issued  as 
follows  : — 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1949 


Type  of  Licence 

Dealers 

Supplementary 

Total 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk 

23 

4 

27 

Accredited  Milk 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

23 

4 

27 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED 
MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 


Type  of  Licence 

Pasteurisers 

Dealers 

Supplementary 

Total 

Pasteurised 

3 

15 

2 

20 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

15 

2 

20 

Samples  are  taken  fortnightly  for  analysis  and  the  reports  are 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 


Very  few  results  during  1952  failed  to  satisfy  the  standards  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  though  bacterial  tests  have  occasionally  been  un- 
satisfactory. 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES,  1952. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  (after 
correction).  Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  separately. 


Disease 

Final  Numbers  after  Correction 

Diphtheria 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

Measles 

1108 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

47 

Poliomyelitis  Paralytic  ... 

2 

,,  NON  Paralytic 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

Whooping  Cough 

149 

Dysentery 

5 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

3 

General  Notes  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a somewhat  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  at  the  end  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  at  the  same  time  notifications  of  whooping 
cough  were  above  average. 

Diphtheria. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  of  proved  virulance  occurred  after  a period 
of  over  2|  years  in  which  the  Borough  had  been  entirely  free  from  the 
disease.  The  case  was  of  the  mild  abortive  type  usual  in  the  case  of 
immunised  children  on  the  rare  occasions  when  they  do  contract  this 
disease. 


OUTBREAK  OF  “EPIDEMIC  FOLLICULITIS.” 

During  the  second  and  third  weeks  in  January  and  the  first  half 
of  February  Cheltenham  was  troubled  b}-  the  occurrence  of  a number  of 
cases  of  a puzzling  skin  affection. 

The  cases  were  mainly  limited  to  certain  areas  of  the  town  and 
some  areas  appear  to  have  been  entirely  unaffected. 

The  rash,  which  was  of  a papular  urticarial  nature,  was  preceded  by 
a short  period  of  erythema,  usually  limited  to  the  forehead  and  cheeks. 
In  some  cases,  however,  the  condition  was  more  extensi\’e.  When  the 
erythema  faded  the  rash  was  more  easily  felt  than  seen  unless  viewed  in 
an  oblique  light. 
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W'omcn  and  young  children  of  primary  school  age  were  mainly 
affected.  Usually,  though  by  no  means  exclusively,  the  condition  was 
limited  to  one  case  in  a family. 

Constitutional  symptoms  were  slight  or  absent  but  headache  and 
occasional  nausea  were  noted. 

A large  number  of  cases  were  referred  to  the  Area  Skin  Specialist, 
Dr.  Bowers,  who  was  fortunate  to  secure  the  interest  of  Dr.  Geoffrey 
Dowling  of  St.  Thomas  Hospital  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that 
the  condition  was  similar  to,  if  not  indeed  identical  with,  a skin  condition 
described  as  “Epidemic  Folliculitis”  which  occurred  in  an  outbreak  of 
6 months  duration  in  Basle,  Switzerland,  in  1944. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Richmond  of  the  Epidemiological  Section  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  visited  Cheltenham  and  made  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the 
lines  on  which  further  enquiries  might  be  prosecuted. 

The  possibility  that  a particular  source  of  water  might  be  associated 
with  the  outbreak,  in  view  of  the  area  of  distribution  of  cases,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  considerations.  Indeed  the  practitioner  who  first  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Department  to  the  occurrence  of  cases  suggested 
that  this  might  be  so. 

The  evidence  collected  strongly  suggested  that  the  use  of  water  from 
a single  open  reservoir  was  associated  with  a crop  of  cases. 

It  was  possible  to  obtain  very  reliable  information  as  to  the  date  of 
onset  of  the  rash  in  a particular  group  of  55  cases  which  occurred  in  the 
second  wave  and  it  was  found  that  cases  began  to  occur  on  the  day  after 
water  from  this  reservoir  had  been  put  into  supply.  A peak  of  20  cases 
was  reached  on  the  5th  day  following  the  use  of  this  water  and  the  last 
case  was  reported  on  the  16th  day,  that  is  the  day  after  the  supply 
from  the  reservoir  was  cut  off. 

Information  about  the  first  wave  was  not  so  accurate  but  it  can  be 
said  that  the  use  of  water  from  the  same  reservoir  corresponded  roughly 
with  the  occurrence  of  cases. 

Concurrently  with  the  use  of  this  water  on  a third  occasion  a few 
cases  were  seen,  and  suggestively,  relapses  were  noted  in  4 or  5 cases. 

A report  on  the  biological  examination  of  this  reservoir  by  Mr. 
C.  R.  Rivers-Moore  of  Cheltenham  College  showed  a somewhat  varied 
content  of  animal  and  water  plant  life  but  nothing  unusual. 

Chemical  analyses  gave  no  indication  of  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

It  is  considered  that  there  were  certainly  over  200  cases  in  the  two 
main  outbreaks  but  it  is  probable  that  the  actual  number  was  very  much 
higher,  as  subjective  symptoms  were  often  trivial  and  the  attack  subsided 
without  complaint. 

One  or  two  early  incidents  suggested  that  the  condition  might  be  of 
an  infective  nature  but  subsequent  events  rendered  this  theory  highly 
improbable.  The  conclusion  reached,  therefore,  was  that  the  disturbing 
factor  was  of  the  nature  of  an  organic  toxin  and  that  only  a small  pro- 
portion of  the  exposed  population  were  sufficiently  susceptible  to  develop 
symptoms. 

Apart  from  a few  indefinite  cases  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of 
the  outbreak  since  March,  1952. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  annual  return  of  figures  relating  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  set  out  below.  The  statement 
relates  to  the  position  at  the  end  of  1952. 

The  estimate  of  the  number  of  children  living  in  the  Borough  under 
the  age  of  15  is  not  now  provided  by  the  Registrar  General  and  the  figures 
have  therefore  been  arrived  at  by  deducting  the  number  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  period  from  the  number  of  births.  A small  allowance  has 
also  been  made  for  deaths  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  fifteen 
years. 

No  allowance  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as 
no  reliable  data  are  available.  It  is  probable  however  that  inward 
transfers  have  been  much  in  excess  owing  to  special  factors  associated 
with  the  development  of  the  Hesters  Way  estate  and  other  areas. 


Age  at  31/12/52 
i.e.  Born  in  years 
indicated. 

Under  1 
1952 

1 

1951 

2 

1950 

3 

1949 

4 

1948 

5-9 

1943-1947 

10-14 

1938-1942 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

352 

560 

722 

598 

581 

3628 

3347 

9788 

Estimated  mid- 
year population 
of  children  1 952 

(under  5)  5294 

5-14  inch  9613 

14907 

Percentage  of  Cheltenham  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

Children  of  age  8 months  up  to  5th  Birthday  ...  ...  ...  61°o 

,,  ,,  5 years  up  to  15th  Birthday  ...  ...  ...  72% 

Total  Children  of  age  8 months  up  to  15th  Birthday  ...  ...  69% 

It  is  not  customary  to  immunise  children  before  they  reach  the  age 
of  8 months  and  for  this  reason  children  under  this  age  are  not  included 
in  calculating  the  percentages  given  above. 

The  figures  given  include  as  far  as  possible  the  number  of  children 
immunised  by  Medical  Practioners  from  the  5th  July,  1948  to  the  end  of 
1952.  The  number  immunised  by  Private  Practitioners  prior  to  this 
date  is  not  known  and  the  numbers  returned  since  are  somewhat 
incomplete  so  that  the  percentage  of  children  actually  immunised  is 
appreciably  higher  than  the  figures  given  above. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  show  the  total  number  of  im- 
munisations known  to  have  been  completed  each  year  during  the  last 
five  years  : — 

Completed  Immunisations. 

1948  1949  1950  1951  1952 
By  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  885  593  307  429  407 

By  Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  105  277  418  505  357 

Totals  990  870  725  934  764 
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The  age  distribution  of  the  764  children  who  completed  courses  of 
immunisation  during  1952  was  as  follows  : — 

0-1  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-15 


352  211  37  28  21  115 


Reinforcing  Doses. 

An  additional  dose  is  offered  at  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years  to  increase 
the  resistance  to  Diphtheria  of  children  during  school  life.  During  19vS2, 
850  such  doses  were  given  by  the  Health  Staff  and  56  by  private  prac- 
titioners. 

Comment  on  the  work  of  the  Year. 

The  number  of  immunisations  completed  in  1952  was  170  less  than 
during  the  previous  year  in  spite  of  a slightly  increased  birth  rate. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  matters  this  year. 

There  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  during  1952  after  an  interval  of 
over  2-i-  years  during  which  time  the  town  had  been  entirely  free  from 
this  disease.  This  child  had  been  immunised  and  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases  the  disease  was  extremely  mild. 

ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING. 
NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected). 

1.  Local  Authority.  Cheltenham.  Year  1952. 

2.  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned  to  R.G. 

\st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  Uh  Quarter  Total 

Nil  2 1 Nil  3 

3.  Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Total  outbreaks  — Total  cases  — 

Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  — (d)  Cl.  botulisum  — 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  — (e)  Other  bacteria  — 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  — 

4.  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 

Total  outbreaks  1 Total  cases  2. 

5.  Single  Cases. 

Agent  identified  — 

Unknown  cause  1 

Total  1 

Notes. 

Of  the  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  1952,  two  occurred 
in  the  same  family.  All  the  suspected  food  had  been  consumed  and  the 
cause  could  therefore  only  be  surmised. 

In  all  three  cases  the  illness  was  of  short  duration  with  rapid  and 
complete  recoveries. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


Death  Rates. 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rates  for  Cheltenham  during  1952  were  as 
follows: — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.108 
Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.046 


Total  0.154 


Comparative  \ Great  Towns  average  Total  0.28 
Figures  / England  and  Wales  Total  0.24 


Per  1,000 
of 

Population 


GENERAL  NOTE. 

The  year  1952  was  remarkable  in  relation  to  Tuberculosis.  In 
spite  of  the  extension  of  Mass  Radiography,  new  cases  numbered  only  47 
compared  with  an  average  of  70-80  cases  during  recent  years  and  what  is 
even  more  encouraging,  deaths  numbered  only  10  compared  with  an 
average  of  23  during  the  previous  5 years. 

There  was  marked  improvement  throughout  the  Country.  The 
Cheltenham  rate  was  little  more  than  half  that  of  the  average  for  the 
large  towns  and  boroughs. 

Disinfectants,  paper  handkerchiefs  and  antiseptic  soaps  continue 
to  be  provided  free  of  charge  in  suitable  cases. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  10  YEAR  PERIOD  1943—52  INCLUSIVE 
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N.B. — Two  cases  of  Malaria  were  also  notified  : 1 in  1945  and  1 in  1950. 
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REGISTRATION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 
SECTIONS  187-194.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936. 

At  the  commencement  of  1952  there  were  15  Nursing  Homes  on 
the  Register. 

During  the  year  two  were  removed  from  the  list  and  no  new  ones 
were  registered.  The  number  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  thirteen. 

The  number  of  beds  now  available  is  as  follows  : — 


Cases 

No.  of  Nursing  Homes 

General,  Medical  and  Surgical 

92 

10 

Maternity  ... 

15 

3 

Totals 

107 

13 

All  Homes,  except  one  which  had  not  been  used  for  some  time  were 
kept  under  inspection. 

During  1952  revised  instructions  on  the  colouring  of  medical  gas 
cylinders  were  personally  distributed  to  all  Nursing  Homes  receiving 
patients. 


REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF 

CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

(National  Assistance  Act  1948  Section  47  and  Amendment  Act  1951) 

The  circumstances  of  a n\imber  of  persons  were  investigated  during 
1952  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  two  cases  to  make  use  of  the  National 
Assistance  Amendment  Act  of  1951.  Both  cases  were  elderly  females, 
aged,  infirm  and  living  under  insanitary  conditions,  who  were  not  able  to 
devote  to  themselves  and  were  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper 
care  and  attention.  They  were  removed  to  hospital  under  a Magistrates 
Order.  In  neither  case  was  it  necessary  to  obtain  a Court  Order  to  extend 
the  period  of  detention  as  both  died  in  a few  days. 

The  Amended  Act  is  of  great  value  as  it  enables  action  to  be  taken 
in  a few  hours. 

The  limiting  effect  of  the  provision  that  action  can  only  be  taken 
when  conditions  are  found  to  be  insanitary  is  a serious  defect  in  the  Act. 
In  the  case  of  many  old  people  who  should  be  in  an  institution,  sanitary 
conditions  are  only  maintained  by  benevolent  neighbours  who  wear 
themselves  out  in  the  process. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Medical  Officers  are  responsible  for  an  increasing  variety  of 
Medical  Examinations.  The  actual  number  of  Examinations  carried 
out  during  1952  was  however,  less  than  for  1951.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  in  1951  a large  group  of  employees  previously  outside  the  Super- 
annuation Scheme  elected  to  become  members. 

The  examinations  carried  out  during  1952  were  as  follows  : — 


Numbers  Examined 

Purposes  of  Examinations 

Borough 

County 

Superannuation  x\ct  1937  and  National  Health 
Service  (Superannuation)  Regulations 

98 

20 

Candidates  for  admission  to  Teachers  Training 
Colleges  ... 

— 

13 

Candidates  for  Employment  as  Teachers... 

— 

7 

Reports  on  Corporation  Employees 

Prolonged  Sick  Leave,  etc. 

15 

— 

113 

40 

Total  Examinations 

153 

Health  Education.  Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

During  the  autumn  of  1952  a publicity  campaign  was  arranged  in 
order  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  continued  importance 
of  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Display  notices  were  inserted  in  the  local  paper  giving  advice  to 
parents  and  talks  were  given  to  a parents  association  and  the  scholars 
in  a number  of  Senior  Schools. 

General. 

A course  of  lectures  on  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  was  given  by  the 
]\Iedical  Officers  to  a Section  of  British  Red  Cross  members. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Medical  Officer  continued  to  be  responsible  to  the  Cheltenham 
Education  Committee  for  the  administration  of  the  School  Health  Services. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1952  : — 

TABLE  I 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

Third  Age  Group 

Total 

Number  of  other  periodic  inspections  ... 

Grand  Total 


B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

Total 


931 

1655 

981 

3567 

849 

4416 


501 

1713 


2214 


C.  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with 
Vermin.) 


Group 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud- 
ing squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  condition 
recorded  in 
Table  Ila 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

Entrants 

1 

171 

171 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

200 

247 

414 

Third  Age  Group 

156 

128 

262 

Total  (prescribed  Groups)  ... 

357 

546 

847 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

65 

110 

164 

Grand  Total 

422 

656 

1011 

21 


TABLE  II 


A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the  year. 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections. 

Disease  or  Defect 

Number  c 

)f  Defects 

Number  o 

f Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observation 
but  not 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observation 
but  not 
Treatment 

Skin  ... 

65 

20 

15 

25 

Eyes 

16 

(a)  Vision 

422 

10 

23 

(b)  Squint 

37 

8 

10 

5 

(c)  Other 

74 

9 

38 

20 

Ears 

(a)  Hearing 

14 

28 

9 

42 

(b)  Otitis  Media  ... 

15 

19 

6 

21 

(c)  Other 

25 

9 

17 

29 

Nose  and  Throat 

87 

325 

94 

483 

Speech 

17 

18 

15 

18 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

184 

4 

241 

Heart  and  Circulation 

4 

79 

5 

93 

Lungs 

13 

129 

26 

202 

Developmental 

(a)  Hernia 

4 

16 

5 

16 

(b)  Other 

4 

30 

6 

23 

Orthopaedic 

(a)  Posture 

52 

51 

38 

48 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

137 

28 

59 

40 

(c)  Other 

91 

72 

70 

89 

Nervous  System 

(a)  Epilepsy 

2 

1 

4 

2 

(b)  Other 

4 

9 

2 

8 

Psychological 

(a)  Development... 

3 

23 

• 

11 

(b)  Stability 

12 

13 

11 

33 

Other  ... 

56 

120 

56 

289 

B.  Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected  during 

the  year  in  the  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

931 

292 

31.4 

634 

68.1 

5 

.5 

Second  Age  Group 

1655 

623 

37.6 

1011 

61.1 

21 

1.3 

Third  Age  Group 
Other  Periodic 

981 

454 

46.3 

523 

53.3 

4 

.4 

Inspections 

849 

205 

24.1 

639 

75.3 

5 

.6 

Total 

4416 

1574 

35.6 

2807 

63.6 

35 

.8 

22 


TABLE  III 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

(1)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  22,715 

(2)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  291 

(3)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2)  Education 

Act,  1944)  — 

(4)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education 

Act,  1944) — 

TABLE  IV 

Treatment  of  Pupils  attending  maintained  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 

GROUP  1 . Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see 
Table  III) 

Number  of  Cases  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year 
By  the 

Authority  Otherwise 
7 7 

32  1 

20  — 

73  1 

62  14 


Ringworm — (i)  Scalp 
(ii)  Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  skin  diseases  . . . 


Total  194  23 


GROUP  2.  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
By  the 

A uthority  Otherwise 


External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction 

and  squint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109  10 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  ...  ...  — 470 


Total  109  480 


No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

(b)  Obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 


GROUP  3.  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  cases  treated 
By  the 

Authority.  Otherwise 


Received  operative  treatment : 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  — 15 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ...  — 211 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  — 55 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  ...  165  6 


Total  165 


287 
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By  the 

A uthority  Otherwise 

GROUP  4.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  — 30 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in  clinics  or 

out-patients  departments  ...  ...  ...  135  63 


GROUP  5.  Child  Guidance  Treatment.  Number  of  cases  treated 

In  the  Authority’s 
Child  Guidance.  Else- 
Clinics.  where 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  67  — 


GROUP  6.  Speech  Therapy.  Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the 

Authority  Otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists  ...  101  — 


GROUP  7.  Other  Treatment  Given. 


(a)  Miscellaneous  Minor  Ailments 

(b)  Other  than  (a)  above  (specify) 

1.  U.V.L.  Treatment 

2.  Anaemia 

3.  Threadworms 

4.  Chest 

5.  Debility 


Ntimber  of  cases  treated 
By  the 

Authority  Otherwise 


4373  35 

23  7 

14  12 

6 6 

20  53 

17  11 


Total  4453  124 
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TABLE  V. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE 

AUTHORITY 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental 
Officers  : — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups 303 

(b)  Specials  883 

Total  1186 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1105 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1102 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  882 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  1834 

(6)  Half  days  devoted  to:  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  322 

Total  324 

(7)  FiUings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  484 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  15 

Total  499 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  380 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  15 

Total  395 

(9)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1033 

Total  1275 

(10)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  ...  491 

(11)  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  566 

Temporary  Teeth 144 

Total  710 
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Environmental  Hygiene 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  (F.  R. 
JEFFORD,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A.)  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1952 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Cheltenham. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  administration  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1952,  being  my  twenty-fifth 
as  an  Executive  Officer  of  this  Authority. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministries  of  Health, 
Food  and  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  necessary  tables  and  statistics 
have  been  included  in  the  report,  together  with  the  progress  made  in  the 
important  work  of  Food  Hygiene. 

Small  light  industries  have  developed  by  taking  over  and  adapting 
existing  buildings,  often  in  the  built-up  areas,  despite  the  powers  of 
Town  Planning.  Although  it  is  essential  that  new  channels  of  employ- 
ment should  be  found,  this  mushroom  development  does,  however, 
present  problems  in  the  matter  of  nuisances  that  are  offensive  or  irritating, 
or  associated  with  undue  noise.  Whilst  there  would  appear  under 
Town  Planning  to  be  adequate  safeguards  against  industries  likely  to  be 
offensive,  it  is  to  the  Health  Department  that  complaints  are  directed 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  must  solve  the  problems. 

Local  authorities  and  their  officials  await  with  some  impatience  a 
real  solution  to  the  problem  of  dealing  with  houses  in  need  of  major 
repair  and  reconditioning,  the  owners  of  which  are  either  unable  or 
unwilling,  in  view  of  the  low  rents  they  charge,  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
works.  My  department,  in  the  years  before  the  second  World  War, 
carried  out  a large  amount  of  house  reconditioning,  which  proved  success- 
ful in  housing  people  at  moderate  rents.  A scheme  to  recondition  seven 
houses,  which  the  Council  executed  in  1950,  was  restricted  by  the  period 
of  loan  charges  being  limited  to  10  years.  The  reconditioning  of  these 
houses,  which  will  have  a minimum  life  of  20  years,  has  therefore  resulted 
in  a charge  on  the  rates.  Following  this  experience,  it  has  proved 
impossible  to  undertake  further  schemes  of  this  nature. 

In  1956,  it  is  estimated  that  this  Borough  is  likely  to  have  a loan 
debt  of  about  Eleven  million  pounds  with  a total  of  7,000  houses  provided 
since  1919. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  areas  and  their  redevelopment  will  call  for 
more  houses  to  be  built.  Recently  erected  three-bedroomed  Council 
houses  are  rented  in  Cheltenham  at  about  25/-  a week  plus  rates  (about 
10/6),  subject,  of  course,  to  rebate  in  appropriate  cases.  It  should  be 
possible,  with  suitable  financial  support  from  the  Exchequer,  to  recon- 
dition existing  houses  and  provide  them  with  baths  etc.  at  much  less 
cost  than  building  new  houses,  so  making  the  rents  lower  than  new 
houses.  At  the  present  time,  a scheme  of  this  kind  does  not  attract 
subsidy,  as  does  a new  house  ; neither  does  the  Improvement  Grant 
system  usually  operate  in  practice  in  a manner  helpful  to  such  a scheme. 
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This  report  contains  reference  to  the  need  for  the  provision  of 
conveniences  for  both  sexes  on  licensed  premises,  but  there  is  a noticeable 
deficiency  as  far  as  women  are  concerned  in  many  restaurants  and  cafes. 
Surely  we  have  got  away  from  the  Victorian  period  of  mock-modesty, 
and,  in  these  enlightened  days,  this  matter  should  receive  priority  con- 
sideration, despite  the  Ministry’s  reluctance  to  grant  loans  to  Local 
Authorities.  There  are,  at  present,  only  29  conveniences  for  women  at 
eight  locations  in  Cheltenham,  which  caters  for  a large  influx  of  visitors. 
The  Public  Health  Committee  are,  however,  alive  to  this  urgent  need, 
and  have  envisaged  the  building  of  37  new  sanitary  conveniences,  13  of 
them  for  women. 

It  has  always  surprised  me  that  the  various  national  women’s 
organisations  do  not  call  public  attention  to  the  lack  of  such  conveniences 
for  their  sex,  particularly  in  London  and  the  large  provincial  towns  ; 
also  to  the  fact  that,  where  women’s  lavatories  are  provided,  there  is  a 
general  lack  of  clear  direction  signs.  Many  complaints  have  reached 
me  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

I have  to  report  that,  having  represented  this  Local  Authority  in  the 
South-Western  Division  on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society  for  several  years,  I have  been  re-elected  ; 
I also  represent  the  Cheltenham  Council  on  the  Standing  Conference  of 
Co-operative  Bodies  for  the  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  and  other  Committees  of  the  Council  for  the  con- 
tinued encouragement  and  assistance  received  ; also  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  for  their  friendly  advice  and 
co-operation. 

With  pleasure,  I again  record  the  loyal  and  valued  assistance 
rendered  by  my  Deputy,  Mr.  J.  F.  Ursell,  D.P.A.,  F.S.I.A.,  and  the 
District  and  Meat  Inspectors,  who  have  each  contributed  to  this  Report  ; 
also  to  the  other  members  of  my  staff  for  their  team  spirit. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

June,  1953.  F.  R.  JEFFORD. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  in  the  Department  during 
the  year  1952  was  818. 

The  following  tables  shew  the  amount  of  Routine  Inspection  work 
carried  out  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  VISITS 

TABLE  I 

General  Sanitation 


Water  Supply  ... 

3 

Drainage 

2,454 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

50 

Offensive  Trades 

14 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

12 

Common  Lodging  House 

22 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

217 

Factories 

375 

Workplaces 

7 

Outworkers 

50 

Bakehouses 

104 

Public  Conveniences 

19 

Theatres 

4 

Refuse  Collection 

258 

Refuse  Disposal 

19 

Rodent  Control 

199 

Smoke  Observations  and  Atmosphe 

ric  Pollution  Visits 

121 

Marine  Dealers 

10 

Schools 

3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

66 

Interviews 

524 

Total  4,531 

TABLE  II 


Housing 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  448 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  925 

Under  Housing  Act 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  614 

Overcrowding 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Premises 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rent  Restrictions  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  Hotising  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


Total  2,343 
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TABLE  III 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  2 

Total  2 

TABLE  IV 

Food  Inspections,  etc. 

Inspection  of  Meat 

Visits  to  Public  Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  105 

Visits  to  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  83 

Registrations  and  Inspections 

(Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Sections  13  and  14) 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  22 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  44 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  56 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  116 

Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  264 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

IMarket  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  5 

Food  Inspection  and  Condemnation  Visits  ...  ...  591 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling 

Milk — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Food  and  Drug  Samples  ...  ...  ...  190 

Rag  Flock  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  436 


Total  2,546 


TABLE  V 

Other  Visits 

Shops  Act. 

Closing  Hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  707 

Employment  of  Young  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act  ...  ...  ...  24 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


Total  1 ,006 


Total  of  Tables  I,  II,  III,  IV  and  V 10,428 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 


During  the  year  the  following  notices  were  served  : — 


Informal  Notices 

Statutory  Notices 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

215 

234 

44 

41 

Factories  Act,  1937 

24 

21 

— 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

28 

26 

— 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949 

5 

4 



— 

Shops  Act,  1950 

7 

8 

1 

— 

279 

293 

45 

42 

The  notices  complied  with  include  some  of  those  outstanding  from  the 
previous  year. 

Information  in  regard  to  Land  Charges 

Requests  for  information  under  the  Land  Charges  Act  were  received 
and  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  respect  of  1,256  Official  Searches. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

375  inspections  were  made  of  the  factories  within  the  Borough. 
The  defects  found  primarily  related  to  sanitary  accommodation.  Many 
of  these  small  factories  are  not  entirely  suitable  for  the  number  employed 
or  the  type  of  industry  carried  out,  but  there  has  been  a marked  improve- 
ment during  the  past  year,  many  premises  having  been  rebuilt  and  ex- 
tended and  many  completely  new  factories  erected.  This  could  be 
attributed  to  a larger  supply  of  material,  especially  the  availability  of 
steel,  and  to  a lessening  of  the  restrictions  with  regard  to  licensing. 

Those  provisions  in  the  Act  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation 
remain  quite  effective.  The  standards  are  set  down  in  detail  and  are  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  vague  and  ambiguous  tone  of  legislation  in  other 
fields.  Where  legal  requirements  are  not  clearly  defined,  there  is  a 
tendency  for  a lower  standard  to  be  accepted. 

The  all  too  familiar  term  “suitable  and  sufficient”  is  not  in  the  least 
helpful  to  an  officer  who  may  formulate  standards  in  the  light  of  his  own 
experience  and  knowledge,  only  to  find  his  views  are  not  upheld  in  a 
Court  of  Law. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  outworkers  has  increased  from  the 
previous  year,  with  the  August  list  being  again  higher  than  the  February 
one  ; there  appears  to  be  a general  upward  trend  in  home-work  especially 
with  regard  to  wearing  apparel. 
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The  following  tables  shew  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

73 

65 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

352 

292 

14 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

2 

18 

— 

Totals 

427 

375 

17 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S. 6) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

18 

13 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

1 

Totals 

24 

17 

3.  Outwork — Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


No.  of  outworkers 

in  hst  required  by 

Section 

Sec.  110  (i)  (c) 

111 

Nature  of  Work 

Notices 

February 

August 

Served 

List 

List 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.) 

39 

43 

Curtains  and  Furniture  Hangings 

1 

1 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Since  1st  March,  1952,  three  recording  stations  have  been  set  up 
primarily  to  obtain  data  on  the  grit  and  smoke  emission.  These  gauges 
have  been  fixed  in  three  positions  surrounding  the  Gas  Works,  one  on 
the  pavilion  roof  of  the  Central  Schools,  the  second  on  a site  at  the  Old 
llestructor  Works  and  the  third  in  the  garden  of  St.  Peter’s  Vicarage  in 
Tewkesbury  Road,  These  were  the  sites  approved  by  the  representative 
of  the  Fuel  Research  Station  and  were  so  sited  as  to  collect  smoke  and 
grit  emanating  from  the  Gas  Works,  irrespective  of  the  direction  of  the 
wind.  The  analyses  of  these  deposit  gauges  have  been  and  are  being 
carried  out  by  the  Analyst  of  the  Gas  Board  for  a period  of  12  months. 
Later,  for  a period  of  6 months,  they  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  Mr.  Ellis.  It  is  then  intended  to  retain  one  gauge  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Gas  Works,  the' other  to  be  established  as  a control  gauge  on  the 
roof  of  the  Municipal  Offices,  whilst  the  third  (which  is  the  property  of 
the  Gas  Board),  will  probably  be  set  up  within  the  W’orks  Area.  I am 
attaching  a graph  showing  the  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile  that 
the  analyses  of  the  contents  of  each  of  the  gauges  have  revealed.  I 
cannot,  however,  emphasise  too  strongly  that  a full  twelve  months 
anabases  will  be  required  before  any  firm  conclusions  can  be  drawn, 
owing  to  changing  weather  conditions,  such  as  wind,  rainfall  and  the 
seasonal  changes  in  fuel  consumption,  that  would  affect  the  Gas  Works 
and  other  similar  factors.  I am  convinced,  however,  that,  upon  the 
completion  of  these  tests,  I shall  have  in  my  possession  concrete  facts 
that  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  ascertain  without  the  use  of  the 
deposit  gauges.  The  Gas  Board  also  found  the  analyses  most  useful,  as 
they  disclosed  information  regarding  certain  processes  in  gas  manufacture 
and  production,  as  a result  of  which  several  improvements  were  made  to 
the  plant.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  graph,  that  the  heaviest  deposits 
occurred  at  the  Gloucester  Road  Schools,  especially  in  March  and  Sep- 
temper.  In  both  of  these  months,  over  19  tons  per  square  mile  were 
deposited. 

Apart  from  the  Gas  Works,  smoke  nuisances  were  found  to  exist  in  a 
few  individual  factories.  In  this  connection,  121  visits  and  observations 
were  made  to  various  premises,  and,  in  many  cases,  considerable  abate- 
ment of  smoke  and  grit  nuisance  resulted.  This  was  achieved  by  the 
installation  of  such  apparatus  as  grit  arrestors  or  by  the  heightening  of 
chimneys,  also  by  advice  given  regarding  the  use  of  fuel,  suitable  draught 
and  appropriate  stoking.  In  many  cases,  however,  it  is  not  possible 
completely  to  eradicate  grit  and  smoke.  This  Authority  is  not  in  pos- 
. session  of  any  byelaws  relating  to  smoke  emission  and,  even  in  towns 
and  cities  where  these  exist,  they  normally  allow  three  minutes  black 
smoke  every  half  hour.  Also  it  is  a defence  under  the  Act  to  prove  that 
the  best  practical  means  have  been  adopted  to  prevent  the  emission 
of  smoke  and  grit. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  DATA  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  DEPOSIT  GAUGES 
Table  showing  Monthly  Rainfall  and  Prevailing  Winds  during  1952. 


Month 

Rainfall 

Prevailing  Wind 

JANUARY 

1.81" 

South-West 

FEBRUARY 

.66" 

North 

MARCH 

1.88" 

South-East 

APRIL 

1.98" 

South-East 

MAY 

3.06" 

South-West 

JUNE 

1.72" 

South-West 

JULY 

.35" 

South-West 

AUGUST 

4.03" 

SW/SSE  for  first  half 
of  month,  NNW/NE 
for  remainder. 

SEPTEMBER 

1.09" 

North  North  West 
to  North  West. 

OCTOBER 

2.89" 

South-West 

NOVEMBER 

2.99" 

North-East 

DECEMBER 

2.23" 

West  South-West  to 
West  North-West 

Total 

24.69" 

HOUSING. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  during  the  year  no  comprehensive  steps 
were  taken  to  deal  with  many  of  the  older  type  of  houses  that  are  now, 
by  reason  of  the  neglect  of  many  years,  not  repairable  at  a reasonable 
cost.  Many  of  these  houses  are  not  an  economic  proposition  from  the 
owner’s  point  of  view,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  new  legislation  would 
have  been  brought  out  to  deal  with  this  problem  ; unfortunately  this  has 
not  materialised.  The  Council  have,  up  to  the  end  of  1952,  made  Closing 
Orders  on  253  premises.  It  will  be  appreciated  from  this  figure  that  the 
number  of  inspections  involved  in  visiting  these  premises,  to  ascertain 
whether  they  have  been  illegally  occupied,  is  considerable.  The  con- 
traventions revealed  by  these  inspections  appear  to  justify  the  time 
involved,  and,  in  such  cases,  the  Council  have  taken  vigorous  action. 

Preliminary  investigations  are  being  made  with  regard  to  one  of  the 
worst  areas,  comprising  approximately  212  houses,  in  the  town.  The 
total  number  of  visits  made  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 
was  2,262,  the  numbers  inspected  being  723,  entailing  1539  re-visits.  It 
is  felt,  however,  that,  with  the  easing  of  building  controls,  more  voluntary 
repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  houses  of  a reasonable 
standard.  On  the  other  hand,  those  houses  of  a very  poor  standard, 
whilst  necessitating  urgent  repairs,  have  received  much  less  attention 
from  the  owners. 

With  regard  to  underground  rooms,  of  which  this  Borough  has  a 
great  number,  the  Authority  was  successful  in  getting  the  appropriate 
Regulations  approved  in  April.  These  give  a very  necessary  measure  of 
control  of  habitable  basements,  and  lay  down  a standard  of  works  that 
have  to  be  carried  out  prior  to  the  determination  of  any  Closing  Order 
and  have  proved  most  valuable. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 


The  following  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was  taken  during 
the  year  (1951  figures  given  for  comparative  purposes): 


(a)  Closing  Orders  (Basement  Dwellings) 

1951 

21 

1952 

32 

(b)  Closing  Orders  (Parts  of  Houses,  etc.) 

3 

2 

(c)  Closing  Orders  determined 

3 

2 

(d)  Demolition  Orders 

7 

2 

(e)  Undertakings  to  render  premises  fit  accepted 

8 

7 

(f)  Undertakings  to  render  premises  fit  complied  with 

3 

1 

(g)  Undertakings  not  to  use  premises  for  human 
habitation 

1 

2 

(h)  Houses  demolished 

3 

6 

Action  taken  during  the  past  seven  years  is  as  follows: 


Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
persons 
displaced 

procedure  under  Section  11  ... 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  the  owners  under 

15 

51 

Section  11 

22 

92 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Houses  made  fit  as  a result  of  formal 

190 

592 

notice  under  Sections  9 — 12  ... 

48 

— 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  information 
relating  to  new  houses  that  have  been  completed  in  the  Borough  up  to 


31st  December,  1952: — 

Prefabricated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  558 

Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

,,  ,,  (War  Damage) 12 

,,  Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

,,  Old  People’s  Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Non-Traditional  Old  People’s  Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Non-Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  932 


Total  2,106 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Cumberland  Villa,  Grove  Street. 

This  threc-storey  building  was  demolished  in  compliance  with  an 
Order  made  by  the  Council. 

Cumberland  Villa  had  been  registered  as  a common-lodging  house 
for  many  years  until,  in  1947,  owing  to  disrepair  and  serious  structural 
defects,  the  registration  was  cancelled. 

Rowton  House,  Grove  Street. 

There  is  an  ever-increasing  demand  for  accommodation  at  this,  the 
only  common-lodging  house  in  the  town.  The  high  cost  of  building 
works  and  materials  prevented  the  owner  carrying  out  a proposal  to 
build  an  extension  to  provide  space  for  wardrobes.  As  the  men  are  more 
or  less  permanent  lodgers,  they  accumulate  belongings  and  clothing 
which  are  kept  under  the  beds  and  on  hanging  hooks  in  the  bedrooms. 
This  arrangement  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  prevents  thorough  cleansing 
of  walls  and  floors.  The  large  recreation  room  was  redecorated  and 
painted  at  a cost  of  £60.  This  room  is  used  every  Sunday  morning  for  a 
service  conducted  by  a local  lay  preacher. 

In  this  type  of  establishment,  it  is  during  times  of  illness  that  the 
plight  of  the  lodger  is  most  difficult.  An  example  occurred  during  the 
year  when  an  elderly  lodger  collapsed  in  the  street  and  was  taken  by 
ambulance  to  the  lodging  house.  The  keeper  was  concerned  that  he 
was  unable  to  provide  any  attention  or  service  to  lodgers  who  are  ill  and 
confined  to  bed.  The  patient  was  later  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  arrangements  were  made  for  his  removal  to  hospital. 

Earher  in  the  year  there  was  another  unfortunate  happening  when 
a lodger,  who  had  been  ill  for  three  weeks,  died.  It  was  during  a weekend 
and  the  keeper  could  not  obtain  a Coroner’s  Order  to  have  the  body 
removed  to  a mortuary. 

In  view  of  the  special  circumstances  of  lodging-house  accommodation 
I am  of  the  opinion  that  cases  of  illness  should  be  regarded  as  emergencies 
and  given  priority  for  removal  to  hospital. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  eleven,  which  provided  accommodation  for  eighty-two 
caravans.  This  includes  a site  on  the  Hesters  Way  Housing  Estate, 
which  is  licensed  to  allow  twenty  caravans  to  be  stationed  there  for 
housing  employees  engaged  on  the  building  scheme. 

The  acute  housing  shortage  of  the  post-war  years  has  resulted  in 
frequent  applications  for  licences  to  station  caravans  on  land  within 
the  Borough.  The  Council  has  viewed  these  applications  favourably 
where  Public  Health  and  Town  Planning  requirements  could  be  satisfied. 
No  licences  have,  however,  been  granted  in  respect  of  single  caravans, 
the  site  being  licensed. 
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At  the  same  time,  it  has  been  obvious  that  the  trailer  type  caravan 
could  play  a still  greater  part  in  providing  temporary  accommodation 
for  those  in  dire  need.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Council  gave  consideration 
to  the  possibility  of  a Municipal  Caravan  Site  being  set-up,  but,  on 
investigation,  the  Borough  Engineer  reported  that  no  suitable  site  was 
available. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  I was  approached  by  a local  resident 
with  a scheme  to  convert  an  orchard  for  use  as  a caravan  site,  with  all 
necessary  amenities.  The  recommendations  of  my  department  were 
closely  followed  on  such  questions  as  layout,  water  supply,  drainage  and 
the  design  of  the  septic  tank.  The  site  will  house  15  vans  widely  spaced 
and  average  12  caravans  per  acre,  each  on  a dry  standing  with  a gully 
for  sullage  water.  Four  flush  W.Cs.  are  to  be  constructed  and  four 
separate  water  points  provided.  This  site,  when  completed,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  an  asset  to  the  town. 

Numerous  visits  were  made  to  other  licensed  and  unlicensed  sites  in 
the  course  of  the  year  by  the  District  Inspectors,  constant  vigilance 
being  exercised  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  of  the  licences  were  observed 
and  no  nuisance  permitted.  At  the  same  time,  the  arrival  of  any  new 
van  on  an  unlicensed  site  must  be  investigated  at  once,  and  the  duration 
of  its  stay  restricted  to  the  period  laid  down  in  the  Act.  Undoubtedly, 
hardship  does  occur  at  times,  but  the  local  authority  must  prevent  the 
establishment  of  uncontrolled  camping  sites. 

A residential  warden  or  owner  living  on  or  in  close  proximity  to  the 
site  undoubtedly  affords  the  best  method  of  achieving  satisfactory 
control.  It  is  to  be  deplored,  however,  that  little  control  exists,  in  so  far 
as  the  construction  of  caravans  used  for  permanent  occupation  is  concerned. 
It  has  too  often  been  found  that  the  ceiling  and  wall  insulations  are  very 
poor  and  subject  the  occupiers  to  extremes  of  temperature. 

Certain  sites  established  many  years  ago  were  found  to  be  below 
modern  standards,  and  the  owners  agreed  to  provide  better  amenities  in 
the  way  of  water  supply,  drainage  distribution  facilities  and  dry 
approaches. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  requirements,  the  following 


samples  were  taken  : — 

Commodity  Formal  Informal 


Almond  Essence  - 1 

Aspirin  ...  ...  - 1 

Beef  Sausages  ...  5 1 

Bitter  Beer  ...  2 - 

Black  Pudding  ...  1 - 

Blancmange  Powder  - 1 

Bread  Crumbs  ...  - 1 

Bronchial  IMi.xture  - 1 

Bronchial  Pastilles  - 1 

Cake  Decorations  - 2 

Cake  Mixture  ...  - 2 

Cheese  Corn  ...  - 1 

Cheese  Spread  - 1 

Chelsea  Bun  ...  - 1 

Chlor-o-filt  Tablets  - 1 

Chocolate  ...  - 1 

Christmas  Pudding  - 1 

Cloves  ...  ...  - 1 

Cochineal  ...  - 1 

Coconut  Flavouring  - 1 

Coconut  (Sugared)  - 1 

Coffee  ...  ...  - 1 

Coffee  & Chicory 

Essence  ...  1 1 

Cottage  Pie  ...  — 1 

Cream  ...  ...  - 1 

Cream  Horns  ...  1 - 

Cream  Wafer  ...  - 1 

Cucumber  Spread  - 1 

Curry  Powder  ...  — 1 

Desiccated  Coconut  1 - 

Devilled  Ham  ...  - 1 

Digestive  Mints  - 1 

Draught  Cider  ...  1 - 

Fat  (off  ration)  ...  - 1 

Fish  Cakes  ...  3 - 

French  Mustard  - 1 

Fruit,  Tinned  ...  - 1 

Gin  ...  ...  1 - 

Glace  Cherries  - 1 

Glucose  ...  ...  - 1 

Glucose  Powder  - 1 

G^xerin,  Lemon  & 

Honey  Ipecac  1 1 

Gravy  Salt  ...  - 1 

Ground  Rice  ...  — 1 


Commodity  Formal  Informal 


Herbal  Tablets  ...  1 - 

Honey  ...  ...  - 1 

Horseradish  Relish  - 2 

Ice-Cream  ...  4 - 

J am  ...  ...  - 2 

Jelly  - 1 

Lemon  Curd  ...  — 1 

Marshmallow  Cream  - 1 

Marzipan  ...  - 2 

Meringue  Powder  - 1 

Milk  72 

Mincemeat  ...  1 1 

Mint  - 1 

Mixed  Peel  ...  - 1 

Mixed  Spice  ...  - 1 

Paste  ...  ...  - 5 

Pineapple  Flavouring  - 1 

Polony  ...  ...  — 1 

Pork  Sausages  ...  6 2 

Port  ...  ...  1 - 

Potato  Crisps  ...  - 1 

Red  Cabbage  ...  - 1 

Rice  ...  ...  1 — 

Rum  Flavouring  - 2 

Rheumatic  Mixture  - 1 

Salmon  Relish  ...  - 1 

Salted  Almonds  - 1 

Sauce  ...  ...  - 2 

Sausage  Meat  ...  3 - 

Sausage  Rolls  ...  1 - 

Sherbet  Suckers  1 1 

Sleep  Inducing 

Tablets  ...  2 — 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie  - 1 

Strength  Tablets  1 - 

Stuffed  Olives  ...  1 - 

Stuffing  ...  ...  - 1 

Suet  ...  ...  - 1 

Sugar  Strands  ...  1 1 

Synthetic  Cream 

Powder  ...  - 2 

Tea  Cake  Mixture  — 1 

Thirst  Quenchers  - 2 

Tomato  Juice  ...  - 1 

Vinegar  ...  ...  3 - 

Whiskey  ...  1 - 


Number  of  Samples  taken  during  1952  ; 

Formal  117 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Total  ... 


..  200 


THIRTY  SAMPLES  WERE  ADVERSELY  REPORTED  UPON  BY  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  FOOD. 
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The  owner  of  the  lorry  was  fined  £l  and  the  driver  £1,  and,  in  addition,  were  ordered  to  pay  two  guineas 
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FOOD  SAMPLES. 

A representative  selection  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  was  taken 
during  the  year  and  these  totalled  200,  comprising  117  Formal  samples 
and  83  Informal  samples.  The  Analyst’s  report  showed  that  30  were 
unsatisfactory.  Court  proceedings  were  taken  in  some  cases  ; in  the 
remainder,  warning  letters  were  sent.  The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  was  15%.  One  interesting  feature  that  was  revealed  by  analyses 
of  samples  of  milk  purchased  at  cafes,  was  the  widespread  practice  of 
rinsing  out  the  bottles  with  water,  which  resulted  in  hot  and  cold  milk 
being  adulterated,  and,  in  one  case,  proceedings  were  taken  successfully 
against  the  proprietor  where  the  deficiency  in  fat  amounted  to  47%. 
Many  of  the  restaurant  proprietors  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  milk 
sold  in  cafes  need  not  be  milk  in  the  genuine  sense  of  the  word. 

FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  FOOD. 

The  quantity  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  continues  to  l)e  high  and  has 
shown  a slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  The  hazard  of  objects 
associated  in  some  way  with  the  packing  and  preparation  of  the  food 
product  accounted  for  the  majority,  but,  in  one  case,  mouse  faeces  were 
found  in  a Chelsea  bun  and  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  cafe 
proprietor  (who  was  also  the  owner  of  the  bakery)  and  he  was  fined  £5 
and  orderecl  to  pay  £5  5s.  costs.  Careless  cleansing  of  chitterlings  that 
contained  undigested  food  was  another  source  of  complaint  and  a warning 
letter  was  sent  to  the  vendor.  One  is  pleased  to  know,  however,  that, 
during  the  year,  no  case  was  reported  of  cigarette  ends  in  food.  This, 
it  is  felt,  is  partially  due  to  the  Clean  Food  Lectures  and  regular  inspec- 
tions of  food  premises  during  which  the  dangers  associated  with  smoking 
during  the  preparation  of  food  are  stressed. 

ICE-CREAM. 

The  standard  of  premises  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured  continues 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  number  registered  is  7 and,  of  these,  3 use  hot 
mix  with  modern  and  efficient  pasteurising  plants.  All  samples  taken 
were  satisfactory  and  were  well  above  the  standard  for  fat  content  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  One  application  for  registration,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Section  14, 
for  the  storage  of  ice-cream,  was  refused.  The  proposed  arrangement 
was  that  an  ice-cream  conservator  should  be  installed  in  a covered  yard 
and  any  ice-cream  not  sold  during  the  day  from  the  van  should  be  returned 
to  the  conservator.  It  was  not  practical  to  adapt  the  premises  so  as  to 
provide  the  necessary  facilities  and  the  Company  were  requested  to 
discontinue  the  storing  of  ice-cream  on  these  premises. 


Number  of  Ice-Cream  Premises  Registered  at  31st  December,  1952. 


Storage  and 
Sale 

M anufacture 
Storage  and 
Sale 

M anufacture 
only 

Storage  only 

132 

1 

1 

1 
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Ice-Cream  Chemical  Examination. 


Analyst’s 

Total 

Non- Fatty  Mineral 

Total 

Preserva- 

Sample No. 

Solids 

Fat 

Solids 

Matter 

Sugar 

tives 

1838 

35.91% 

11.19% 

24.72% 

0.89% 

17.14% 

Absent 

1873 

36.62% 

9.12% 

27.50% 

1.20% 

16.24% 

Absent 

1874 

31.52% 

9.26% 

22.26% 

1.02% 

13.220/0 

Absent 

1875 

32.42% 

9.41% 

23.01% 

0.88% 

22.33% 

Absent 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  quantity  of  tinned  and  other  foods  condemned  during  the  year 
considerably  increased  over  the  previous  year.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  packing  of  goods  has  greatly  improved,  but,  against  this,  .large 
quantities  of  imported  goods  have  to  be  condemned  largely  owing  to 
inferior  canning  and  coating  of  the  interior  of  the  tin.  During  the  year 
591  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  foodstuffs  and 
1,952  condemnation  certificates  were  issued. 


PARTICULARS  OF  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED  AND  REJECTED  AS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 


Tins 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Fruit  

...  4,716 

2 

5 

0 

22 

Meat 

...  1,254 

1 

6 

2 

6 

Vegetables  ... 

...  1,844 

17 

1 

20 

Soup 

...  257 

2 

0 

23 

Fish  

...  276 

1 

0 

18 

Jam  

...  207 

2 

1 

16 

Milk  

...  214 

1 

3 

17 

Other  tinned  foods 

...  326 

2 

2 

1 

TOTAL  9,094 

4 

19 

1 

11 

General. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Meat 

2 

8 

3 

1 

Fish  

14 

1 

18 

Eggs  

2 

0 

10 

Cheese 

2 

0 

25 

Cooked  meats 

2 

0 

27 

Dried  Fruit 

1 

3 

21 

Flour  and  Cereals 

4 

1 

18 

Miscellaneous 

1 

5 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

1 

2 

15 

0 3 26 


GRAND  TOTAL  10 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  food  preparation  jiremises, 
including  hotels,  cafes  and  restaurants.  The  general  standard  is  gradually 
improving  with  the  raising  of  the  maximum  amount  that  can  be  spent  on 
these  premises  without  having  to  apply  for  a licence.  A great  deal, 
however,  remains  to  be  done,  especially  with  the  smaller  premises,  which 
are  often  overcrowded,  the  size  of  kitchen  and  preparation  rooms  being 
inadequate  for  the  amount  of  work  done.  There  are,  however,  other 
premises  within  the  Borough,  the  proprietors  of  which  have  been  unable 
to  proceed  with  their  kitchen  reconstruction  owing  to  the  licensing 
position.  One  butcher’s  shop  of  very  old  construction  had  fallen  far 
below  a satisfactory  standard  ; the  weekly  meat  allocation  was  very 
small  and  the  butcher  only  ran  his  business  as  a part-time  occupation. 
A schedule  of  works  necessary  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  a reasonable 
standard  was  given  to  the  owner  who  did  not  consider  the  cost  of  such 
work  to  be  economical,  having  regard  to  the  small  turnover.  In  the 
circumstances,  he  agreed  to  close  the  shop  rather  than  incur  the  expense 
required  to  alter  it. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  373  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
when,  in  addition  to  the  usual  inspection,  the  proprietors  were  requested 
to  exhibit  a notice  asking  the  public  to  prevent  dogs  from  entering  food 
preparation  premises.  There  was  excellent  co-operation  from  the  food 
traders  in  this  respect. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

During  1952,  work  continued  in  all  branches  of  the  Campaign. 

Food  Traders. 

Lectures  were  given  to  members  of  the  Grocery  and  Greengrocery 
trades,  thus  completing  the  eight  food  trades  for  which  lectures  were 
originally  planned.  Later  in  the  year,  new  entrants  into  all  businesses 
to  whom  Display  Certificates  had  been  issued,  attended  a special  course. 

Up  to  the  end  of  this  year,  1,885  Personal  Certificates  had  been 
issued  and  120  Display  Certificates  granted  to  traders,  all  of  whose  staff 
had  attended  lectures. 

Schools. 

Following  the  success  of  the  previous  year’s  lectures,  a further 
series  was  given  to  the  students  in  the  Secondary  Schools.  This  year 
both  the  Cheltenham  Grammar  School  and  Pate’s  Girls’  Grammar 
School  were  included. 

With  the  exception  of  “Another  Case  of  Poisoning,’’  new  films  were 
shown  this  year  ; these  were  : “Everybody’s  Business’’  (an  Irish  film  on 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector)  and  “Food  Handling — New  Zealand.’’ 
“The  Fly  About  The  House’’  was  also  shown  on  several  occasions. 

Attendances  were  confined  to  the  senior  students,  the  total  number 
during  two  weeks  being  1,200. 
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Public. 

Since  the  purpose  of  the  local  Campaign  became  more  widely  known, 
requests  were  made  by  a number  of  groups  and  organisations  for  lectures 
on  Food  Hygiene  to  be  given  to  their  members. 

Eight  lectures  were  given  by  my  Deputy  and  the  District  Inspectors 
to  Civil  Defence  Classes  of  Welfare.  Personnel  and  to  those  who  would  be 
engaged  on  the  service  of  Emergency  Meals.  Among  points  discussed 
were  hygiene  in  water  supplies,  drainage  from  kitchens,  refuse  disposal, 
sanitary  accommodation  and  food  protection. 

Other  groups  to  whom  talks  were  given  included  Student  Health 
Visitors,  Young  Wives’  Fellowship  and  members  of  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic.  Personnel  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  were  given  a talk  with  films  dealing  with  the  whole  matter  of 
hygiene  in  rather  more  detail  and  were  most  interested  in  the  petri- 
dishes  referred  to  in  my  Report  for  1951. 

During  the  Summer,  a new  project  was  tried  out  with  considerable 
success.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  wives  and 
mothers  should  be  given  advice  on  Food  Hygiene  in  all  its  aspects. 
Therefore,  with  the  guidance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council,  a 
series  of  lectures  was  arranged  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Various 
methods  of  interesting  both  the  mothers  and  children  were  tried  and  the 
most  beneficial  results  were  obtained  through  the  medium  of  sound 
films,  together  with  the  special  visual  aids  made  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Walters, 
Chief  Bacteriologist  to  Milton-Deosan  Ltd.  The  mothers  appeared  to 
assimilate  the  lessons  illustrated  in  the  film  “Another  Case  of  Poisoning.” 
By  having  also  a film  for  the  children,  who  accompanied  them,  con- 
sisting of  a colour  cartoon  in  the  form  of  a fairy  story  with  a moral  of 
personal  cleanliness,  the  attention  of  the  children  was  also  captured. 

Exhibitions. 

In  September,  the  local  Home  Safety  Committee  organised  an 
Exhibition  attended  by  some  3,500  members  of  the  public  and  invited 
this  department  to  provide  a stand  dealing  with  Food  Hygiene  and  general 
advice  to  householders,  including  Rodent  Control.  In  this  connection, 
a tame  white  rat  and  her  four  young  were  shown  in  a cage  on  the  stand 
(as  seen  in  the  photograph),  attracting  considerable  attention  from  the 
public.  Throughout  the  week  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff 
were  in  attendance  to  give  advice  and  this  proved  invaluable  from  the 
public’s  point  of  view. 

Statistics. 

During  the  period  from  November,  1950,  to  the  end  of  1952,  the 
total  number  of  lectures  given  was  111,  attendances  numbering  6,602. 

Re-Conditioning  of  Large  Hotel  Kitchen. 

As  a result  of  a notice  having  been  served  on  the  proprietors  of  a 
large  local  hotel,  requiring  extensive  work  to  the  kitchen,  preparation 
rooms,  sculleries  and  storage  rooms,  the  premises  were  brought  up  to 
the  high  standard  shown  in  the  photographs.  The  walls  of  the  pre- 
paration rooms  have  been  white-tiled  to  a height  of  six  feet  and  general 
redecorations  have  been  carried  out.  Several  old  wooden  sinks  were 
replaced  by  new  stainless  steel  sinks  of  a large  size  and  the  pastry  room 
was  re-sited. 


I 

I 


Hotel  kitchen  after  reconditioning. 


Preparation  room  at  same  liolel. 


Part  of  Food  Hj^giene  stand  at  Home  Safety  Exhibition. 


] lis  W’orslii])  tile  Mayor  (Coim.  riieo.  I.,  'rhoiniison,  j.l’.)  congratulating  “Bonnie’ 
and  her  driver  at  a local  Horse  Show. 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS. 

In  January,  I was  invited  by  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
speak  to  their  members  on  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  It 
was  appropriate  that  this  explanation  should  be  given  to  traders  as  a 
whole  shortly  after  this  department  took  over  the  performance  of  new 
duties  under  the  Act,  together  with  part  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons 
Act,  1933,  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  and  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1926. 

The  provisions  relating  particularly  to  the  hours  of  closing,  which 
are  in  this  town  governed  by  a number  of  Local  Closing  Orders,  were 
1 dealt  with  in  detail,  brief  reference  only  being  made  to  other  parts  of  the 
Act. 

As  a result  of  the  lectures  given  to  the  various  food  traders  in  the 
town  during  the  Clean  Food  Campaign,  a request  was  made  for  a lecture 
to  be  given  to  a weekend  school  attended  by  members  of  the  Gloucester- 
shire and  Herefordshire  District  Council  of  Co-operative  Societies  held  at 
nearby  Cowley  Manor,  when  films  strips  and  sound  films  were  shown. 

During  the  Spring  term  a talk  on  Housing  was  given  to  the  Citizen- 
ship Class  of  the  Cheltenham  Ladies’  College,  illustrated  by  photographs 
of  local  properties,  both  before  and  after  re-conditioning. 

This  was  followed  in  May  by  a lecture  (and  photographs  shown  by 
means  of  an  epidiascope)  to  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Chairmen  of  Public 
Health  Committees,  organised  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
in  co-operation  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  a Poster 
Display  was  given  in  Cheltenham  during  May  and  June  in  connection 
with  the  Ministry’s  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  and  other 
vermin.  This  followed  shortly  on  the  decision  of  the  Cheltenham 
Borough  Council  to  give  free  treatment  for  mice  as  well  as  for  rats  to 
occupants  of  private  dwellings. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

During  the  year,  a comprehensive  survey  was  made  of  all  the  licensed 
premises  within  the  Borough.  These  included  public  houses,  hotels  and 
off  licences  and  totalled  134  premises,  owned  by  9 different  breweries  in 
addition  to  private  owners.  The  utmost  co-operation  was  received 
from  the  licensees  who  were  notified  in  advance  that  an  inspection  would 
be  made.  The  survey  entailed  the  inspection  of  the  sinks,  water  supply, 
detergents  used,  food  preparation  premises  where  snacks  and  light 
refreshments  are  provided,  cellars  and  beer  pipes  and  the  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities  available  for  those  who  frequent 
these  premises.  I am  of  the  opinion,  from  this  report,  that  the  general 
standard  of  the  licensed  houses  is  very  good.  There  were,  however, 
several  aspects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  brewers  had  to  be  directed, 
and,  to  this  end,  a meeting  was  arranged  with  the  brewers’  representatives. 
This  was  well  attended,  every  brewery  having  one  or  more  houses  within 
the  Borough  attending.  The  discussion  proved  most  informative,  and, 
when  the  cost  and  difficulties  of  altering  some  of  the  old  inns  were  pointed 
out,  I agreed  that  the  brewers  should  have  time  to  improve  the  facilities. 


48 


A gentleman’s  agreement  to  undertake  work  on  these  lines,  as  and  when 
an  opportunity  occurred,  was  approved  by  those  present.  A modern 
glass-washing  machine  was  exhibited  and  several  have  since  been  installed 
in  the  larger  houses.  To  complete  this  programme,  a meeting  of  the 
local  Licensed  Victuallers’  Association  was  arranged,  at  which  points 
relating  to  maintenance  and  the  cleansing  of  glasses  were  fully  discussed. 
The  licensees  concurred  in  many  of  the  recommendations  that  were  made, 
especially  in  the  use  of  suitable  detergents  and  they  agreed  that  they 
had  found  the  lectures  to  their  staff  most  valuable.  These  had  demon- 
strated to  those  who  served  the  drinks  how  easily  infectious  diseases 
could  be  spread  by  means  of  unwashed  or  poorly  washed  glasses  or 
tankards.  The  somewhat  vexed  question  of  the  utilisation  of  spillage 
was  referred  to  at  both  meetings.  I explained  that  we  were  particularly 
concerned  with  the  spillage  that  resulted  from  the  over-filling  of  glasses, 
and,  where  these  had  already  been  used  and  were  passed  up  for  refilling, 
the  spillage  might  well  be  infected  or  contaminated  with  saliva  ; such 
glasses  should  not  be  collected  for  re-use. 

This  survey  has  given  a complete  picture  of  the  facilities  afforded  in 
licensed  houses  and  the  steps  that  will  need  to  be  taken,  in  a few  cases,  to 
bring  the  houses  up  to  the  general  standard. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR— MEAT  INSPECTION. 

CASUALTIES  RECEIVED  1952. 


Bulls 

Cows 

Steers 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Animals  admitted 

21 

137 

42 

53 

67 

352 

284 

956 

Carcasses  admitted 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

43 

31 

80 

TOTALS 

21 

138 

42 

53 

72 

395 

315 

1036 

Total  Rejections 

1 

46 

5 

7 

23 

142 

46 

270 

Partial  Rejections 

20 

90 

28 

39 

11 

235 

264 

687 

TOTALS 

21 

136 

33 

46 

34 

377 

310 

957 

A total  of  84  veterinary  surgeons’  certificates  were  received  in 
respect  of  the  956  animals  and  80  dressed  carcasses  admitted  to  the 
Abattoir.  Thus,  for  every  100  animals  sent  in  for  emergency  slaughter, 
only  8 had  been  examined  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  Perhaps  the  reason 
for  this  grave  deficiency  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  26.06°'o  of  the  animals 
admitted  were  totally  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  of  the  remaining  766  animals,  89.68%  had  some  part  or  organ  rejected 
for  the  same  reason. 

A further  186  dressed  carcasses  were  inspected  at  the  Henrietta 
Street  W.M.S.A.  Meat  Depot.  These  animals  had  been  slaughtered  at 
various  farms  during  the  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  1952. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  there  being  more  sheep  killed 
during  the  year  with  some  reduction  in  calves.  The  quantity  of  meat 
and  organs  condemned  rose  to  over  64  tons  as  compared  with  60  tons  for 
1951.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  infestation  of  bovines  with  Cysticercus 
Bovis  was  reduced  from  the  2.74%  to  2.10%  for  the  past  year,  being  a 
decrease  of  0.64%.  The  Ministry  of  Food  have  given  an  intimation  that 
a new  standard  for  meat  inspection,  called  Memo  3/Meat,  would  be  brought 
into  force  during  the  next  year.  This  is  long  overdue  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  give  statutory  force  to  many  debatable  points  that  are  at  present 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  inspectors.  This  memorandum  is  a direct 
result  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee’s  report  on  Meat  Inspection. 


Carcasses  Inspected  and  Rejected  as  Unfit  Food  at  Cheltenham  Public  Abattoir — 1952 


Total 

Bulls 

Steers 

Heifers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Kumber  Killed 

24,031 

73 

1,169 

1,708 

1,037 

3,394 

15,155 

1,495 

I'lumber  Inspected 

24,031 

73 

1,169 

1,708 

1,037 

3,394 

15,155 

1,495 

lUI  Diseases  except 
'tuberculosis 

1 Whole  Carcasses 
rejected  ... 

435 

1 

6 

6 

47 

155 

173 

47 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected 

3,288 

29 

279 

349 

721 

29 

1,271 

610 

Percentage  of  the 
Number  Inspected 
Affected  with 
Disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

15.49% 

41.09% 

24.37% 

20.78% 

74.05% 

5.48% 

9.52% 

43.94% 

■'uberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcasses 
rejected  ... 

46 

NIL 

3 

9 

18 

7 

NIL 

9 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected 

530 

6 

84 

113 

177 

NIL 

NIL 

150 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.39% 

8.21% 

7.44% 

7.14% 

18.80% 

0.20% 

NIL 

10.63% 
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Total  Weights  of  Meat  and  Organs  Rejected  1952. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 
Total 

lbs. 

Bovine 

Meat  in  Carcass 

23 

2 

1 

19 

Meat  not  in  Carcass 

1 

14 

2 

9 

Organs  and  Viscera 

25 

12 

3 

24 

Total 

50 

9 

3 

24 

Ovine 

Meat  in  Carcass 

2 

— 

2 

20 

Meat  not  in  Carcass 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Organs  and  Viscera 

3 

3 

2 

6 

Total 

5 

6 

2 

26 

Swine 

Meat  in  Carcass 

3 

5 

1 

7 

Meat  not  in  Carcass 

1 

13 

— 

17 

Organs  and  Viscera 

3 

19 

— 

17 

Total 

8 

17 

9 

13 

Total  Carcass  Meat 

31 

18 

2 

16 

Total  Organs  and 

— 

— 

Viscera 

32 

15 

2 

19 

Grand  Total 

61 

14 

1 

7 

64 

14 

1 

7 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS. 

84  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  diagnosed  among  cattle  admitted 
to  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  1952.  The  overall  rate  of  infestation 
was  2.10%.  There  was  a decrease  of  0.64%  as  compared  to  the  figures 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  notihcation  scheme  which  was  introduced  late  in  1950,  and 
which  proved  most  disappointing  in  1951,  was  not  continued. 

The  following  incidence  rates  are  recorded  for  information  : — 


SEX  INCIDENCE. 


Number  Killed 

Number  Infested 

% 

Bulls 

73 

1 

1.37 

Cows 

1,037 

16 

1.54 

Heifers 

1,708 

46 

2.69 

Steers 

1,169 

21 

1.79 

REGIONAL  INFESTATION. 


External  masseter  muscles  40  47.61 

Internal  masseter  muscles  11  13.09 

Heart  musculature  48  57.14 

Diaphragm  musculature  2 2.38 

Other  sites  1 1.19 


CONDITION  OF  CYSTS. 

Degenerated  91 

Viable  1 1 


89.22 

10.78 
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CARCASSES  REJECTED  AS  TOTALLY  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  FOOD  1952 


Diseases 

Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Actinomycosis  Generalised 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bruising — General 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

Contamination-Bacterial 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 Caseous  Lymphadenitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Decomposition — General 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 Dropsy — General 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

r Emaciation 

— 

21 

3 

1 

5 

74 

2 

106 

1 Entero-Toxaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

11 

Erysipelas — Acute  Swine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Enteritis — Acute  Septic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

) Fever 

— 

5 

— 

— 

23 

1 

1 

30 

; Gangrene — General 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

I Immaturity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

9 

16 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Joint  111 

— 

— 

— 

— 

93 

— 

— 

93 

Leukaemia — Acute 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Mastitis — Acute  Septic 

8 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

17 

Metritis — Acute  Septic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Moribund 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

7 

Pleurisy — Acute  Septic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Peritonitis — Acute  Septic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

5 

6 

17 

Pericarditis — Acute  Septic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Pneumonia — Acute  Septic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

15 

2 

21 

Pj’aemia 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

14 

4 

24 

Pyaemia — Umbilical 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

14 

Pregnancy  Toxaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

21 

Sarcomata — Generalised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Septicaemia 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

4 

11 

Septic  Intoxication 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Toxaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis-Generalised 

— 

18 

9 

3 

— 

— 

9 

39 

Tuberculosis-Congenital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Totals 

1 

65 

15 

162 

173 

56 

481 

52 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

There  are,  at  present,  seven  Closing  Orders  in  force  in  the  Borough 
which  are  not  all  in  keeping  with  the  provisions  of  the  1950  Act.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  necessary  to  review  these  Orders  and,  during  1952, 
attention  was  given  to  two  of  them. 

After  consultation  with  representatives  of  the  local  Federation  and 
reference  to  members  of  the  trade,  it  was  decided  that  the  Fruiterers’ 
and  Greengrocers’  Closing  Order,  1912,  should  remain  in  force. 

In  dealing  with  the  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Shops  Closing  Order, 
1938,  discussions  took  place  with  representatives  of  the  Cheltenham 
Branch  of  the  National  Hairdressers’  Federation,  and  a postal  vote  of  all 
local  traders  was  taken  on  the  proposed  revision  of  closing  hours,  with 
a confirmation  of  the  existing  early  closing  day  ; this  was  agreed.  The 
Town  Clerk’s  department  now  has  the  matter  in  hand  and  it  is  understood 
that  two  separate  Orders,  one  relating  to  the  Half-Holiday,  to  be  followed 
by  another  fixing  the  new  Closing  Hours,  are  to  be  made. 

The  Inspectors  have,  during  the  year,  paid  some  707  visits  in  relation 
to  shop  closing  hours  and  Sunday  trading. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

60  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  shops  selling  goods 
falling  under  the  above  Act,  the  shops  of  all  greengrocers  and  fruiterers 
being  kept  under  observation  during  the  Spring  and  early  Summer,  when 
tomatoes  from  the  Canary  Islands  and  Channel  Islands  are  on  sale  at 
the  same  time  as  home-grown  tomatoes.  The  latter,  of  course,  sell  at 
a higher  price,  but  I am  not  aware  that  any  considerable  attempt  has 
been  made  to  substitute  imported  tomatoes  for  Enghsh.  In  any  case, 
although  Canary  tomatoes  are  readily  identifiable,  there  are  occasions 
when  Guernsey  and  Jersey  tomatoes  are  of  such  quality  as  to  be  in- 
distinguishable from  home-grown  produce. 

Local  fruiterers  have  invariably  co-operated  in  labelling  their 
produce  as  required  by  the  Act. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  above  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1952,  and  the  duty 
of  enforcement  was  delegated  to  this  department. 

It  was  necessary  to  consider  applications  to  licence  premises  where 
pet  animals  were  kept  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  trade. 

In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence  for  the  keeping  of  a pet 
shop  by  any  person  at  any  premises,  the  Act,  directs  that  the  local 
authority  shall  in  particular  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  : — 

(a)  that  animals  will  be  kept  in  accommodation  suitable  as  respects 

size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

(b)  that  animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food 

and  drink. 

(c)  that  animals,  being  mammals,  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early 

an  age. 

(d)  that  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 

of  infectious  disease  among  animals. 

(e)  that  appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other 

emergnecy. 
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It  is  not  jicrinissiblo  to  sell  animals  as  pets  in  a street  or  j)nblic 
jilace,  except  at  a market,  or  to  sell  an  animal  as  a pet  to  a ])erson  under 
12  years  of  age. 

There  are  8 premises  licensed  in  the  borough.  At  one  establish- 
ment, the  variety  of  animals  kept  includes  dogs,  goats,  rabbits,  pigeons, 
bantams,  fowls,  guinea  pigs,  tame  rats  and  mice. 

A close  liason  with  the  K.S.P.C.A.  Insjx'ctor  is  kept  and  several 
visits  to  premises  have  been  made  at  his  instigation  when  he  felt  that 
premises  not  registered  were  being  used  for  purjxises  that  brought  them 
within  the  sphere  of  the  Act. 

All  licensed  premises  have  been  subject  to  routine  visits  and  in- 
spections during  the  year. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  five  premises  registered  under  Section  2 of  this  Act  in 
connection  with  upholstering.  During  the  year,  three  formal  samples 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Analyst.  These  were  satisfactory  and 
the  results  are  shown  below  ; — 

Sample  No.  1 — Satisfactory — Cotton  Felt. 

Trash  Content  (i) 

(ii)  5.4'X, 

(iii)  5.1% 

Average  5.2% 

Dust  Index  (i)  1.5 

(ii)  1.6 
Average  1 .6 

Oil  Content  6 

Sample  No.  2 — Satisfactory — Reconditioned  Horse  Hair. 

Total  Impurities 


(1) 

l.U% 

(ii) 

1.0% 

(111) 

1-0% 

Average 

1.0% 

Sample  No.  3 — Satisfactory — Rag  Flock. 


Chlorine  Content 

5 parts  per  100,000 

Oil  Content 

1-9% 

Soap  Content 

0.7% 

Soluble  Impurities 

(i) 

0.8% 

(ii) 

0.8% 

(iii) 

0.8% 

Average  0.8% 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Rag  Flock  within  the  Borough. 

The  amount  of  new  furniture  now  made  in  the  town  is  negligible. 
The  firms  registered  are,  in  fact,  engaged  primarily  in  the  re-making 
and  re-conditioning  of  articles  of  furniture,  which  process  is  exempted 
from  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Act.  This  omission  is  regrettable, 
as  old  filling  material,  contaminated  by  years  of  use,  is  likely  to  be  used 
again  in  a mattress.  The  opening  up  and  loosening  of  the  filling  in  a 
carding  machine,  prior  to  its  replacement  cannot  be  considered  as 
cleansing. 


54 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  this  section  of  the  department  was 
reorganised  and  all  records  revised.  As  a result,  changes  have  been 
mevde  in  the  statistics  compiled  for  this  Report.  These  now  show  the 
number  of  complaints  received  and,  through  various  stages,  the  action 
taken  to  follow  them  up  ; also  shown  are  the  number  of  premises  in- 
spected under  survey. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints 
relating  to  mice  since,  in  April,  1952,  this  Authority  undertook  to  give 
free  treatments  for  these  pests  in  private  dwellings. 

As  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  fresh 
agreements  with  owners  of  business  premises  have  been  discouraged  and 
the  number  in  force  last  year  considerably  reduced. 

A test  bait  and  two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  have  been  carried 
out,  as  required  by  the  Ministry,  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  areas  dealt  with  during  the  second  maintenance  treatment  were 
mainly  those  in  which  older  sewers  were  situated,  which  would  account 
for  the  higher  proportion  of  takes. 

This  department  also  undertakes — at  cost  plus  a percentage  charge 
for  administration — the  treatment  of  other  pests,  the  variety  of  which 
is  shown  in  the  statistics  below. 

Early  in  the  year,  initial  experiments  were  made  with  a new 
Kodenticide  called  Warfarin.  This  is  relatively  non-toxic  to  human 
beings  and  animals  in  the  concentration  given  and  destroys  the  ability 
of  blood  to  clot  or  coalgulate  on  exposure  to  the  air.  The  experiments  were 
so  successful  that  we  have  transferred  almost  entirely  to  this  material 
for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice,  with  the  exception  of  sewer  treat- 
ments. We  have  found  that  it  is  more  economical,  as  pre-baiting  is 
unnecessary  and  that  mice  do  not  get  “bait-shy.”  Insofar  as  the  insect 
pests  are  concerned,  full  use  is  made  of  D.D.T.  and  Gamaxane  in  various 
forms.  Experience  has  shown  that  these  are  most  efficacious  for  prac- 
tically all  pests,  the  exception  being  ants  ; these  are  resistant  to  D.D.T. , 
therefore.  Sodium  Flouride  or  Thallium  is  occasionally  used  where 
circumstances  necessitate. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
PART  1— RATS  & MICE. 


Rais  Mice 

1.  Complaints  Received  : 1^67  2(S9 

2.  Number  of  Premises  Inspected  : 

(a)  As  a result  of  complaint 
Private  Dwellings 
Business  Premises 
Premises  under  Agreement 
Local  Authority  Premises 


2(S5 

87 

1 


(b)  As  routine  visit  or  survey 
Private  Dwellings 
Business  Premises 
Premises  under  Agreement 
Local  Authority  Premises 


331 


107 

19 


3.  Number  of  Premises  found  to  be  infested  : 


Private  Dwellings 

Rats 

187 

Mice 

114 

301 

Business  Premises  ...\ 

67 

129 

Premises  under  Agreement  j 

Local  Authority  Premises 

18 

2 

20 

Number  of  Visits  paid  : 

P'or  Inspection 

Rats 

292 

M ice 
185 

477 

For  Treatment 

3,002 

1,180 

4,212 

5.  Annual  Agreements. 

Number  in  force  (1951-50)  1952-34 

Total  Value  (1951  £552)  1952  £366 

6.  Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments. 

Total  number  of  Sewer  Manholes  in  Borough 

First  Maintenance  Treatment  (April  May,  1952) 

Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  baited  ... 
Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  where  baits  taken 


Test  Bait  (August,  1952). 

Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  baited  ... 
Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  where  baits  taken 


Second  Maintenance  Treatment  (September,  1952). 

Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  baited  ... 
Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  where  baits  taken 


Total 

636 


353 


457 


450 


4,689 


1,245 

184 

64 


114 

23 


163 

96 


PART  II— OTHER  PESTS. 


Complaints 

Received  : 

Ants  Beetles 

FI  ies 

Moles 

ira.s’/)i' 

Others 

Total 

18  55 

5 

8 

61 

6 

148 

Number  of  Visits  Paid  ; 

Anls  Beetles 

Flies 

M oles 

Wasps 

Others 

Total 

Inspection 

22 

1 

1 

— 

8 

27 

Treatment 

14  208 

8 

26 

140 

8 

399 

ABATTOIR  MARE. 

A unit  of  the  Public  Health  Department  which  deserves  some 
mention  is  the  mare  employed  at  the  Abattoir  for  use  with  various 
vehicles  ; she  is  now  the  only  remaining  horse  working  for  the  Corporation. 

“Bonnie,”  a grey  mare  of  16  hands,  now  aged  18  years,  is  a very 
popular  hgure  with  the  local  public,  and  has  attracted  considerable 
interest  in  local  Horse  Shows,  in  which  she  has  won  between  40  and  50 
prizes  since  the  War. 

During  1952,  “Bonnie”  won  a Silver  Challenge  Cup  for  the  best  kept 
Horse  and  Harness  and  an  R.S.P.C.A.  Badge  of  Merit  at  the  Gloucester 
Horse  Show  ; also  the  R.S.P.C.A.  Cup  for  the  best  cared-for  Hor.se  and 
Working  Harness  in  the  Cheltenham  Horse  Show,  as  w^ell  as  a special 
Merit  Prize  at  the  Eastington,  Frocester  and  District  Horse  Show ; 
these  performances  being  specially  note-worthy  in  view  of  the  large 
number  of  entrants  in  this  class  of  show. 

Her  driver,  Mr.  J.  Wiggett,  deserves  commendation  for  the  interest 
and  care  given  to  his  charge. 


